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Border Region – 100 km or 62 miles
La Paz Agreement (1983) and P.L. 103-400 (1994)
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History of the U.S.-México 
Border Health Commission (BHC)

Public Law 103-400 (October 22, 1994)

Agreement between the United States of America and 
the United Mexican States to establish the full 
Commission (July 24, 2000)

Executive Order by U.S. President George W. Bush 
(December 21, 2004) designating the BHC as an 
Public International Organization

Mission

To provide international leadership to optimize 
health and quality of life along the United States –
Mexico border.
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Goals 

Institutionalize a domestic focus on border health 
that can transcend political changes

Create an effective venue for binational discussion 
to address key public health issues at the border

BHC Composition and Structure

Two nations
Ten border states (six Mexican States, four U.S. States)
Two Sections:  United States and México Sections
12 Individual Members each (24 total members)

o Includes 10 State Health Officers 
Led by two Commissioners:  

o U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services
o Secretary of Health of México
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If the U.S. - México Border Were a Separate State, 
It Would Rank...

First in number of children living in poverty

Second in incidence of tuberculosis

Third in deaths from hepatitis

Last in number of health professionals/100,000 
population

Last in per capita income

U.S. México Border Counties Coalition March 2006
www.bordercounties.org

BHC Roles: Border Health Issues

Facilitates identification, study and research

Catalyst to raise awareness 

Develop partnerships for action

Serve as an information portal
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Healthy Border 2010

Instrument for community assessment, planning 
outcomes, and action from Healthy People 2010

General health indicators and focus areas
Access to Care, Environmental Health, Oral Health
Maternal, Infant & Child Health, Mental Health 
Cancer, Diabetes, Respiratory Diseases
Infectious Disease, TB, HIV/AIDS, Immunization
Injury Prevention, Emergency Preparedness,

BHC Methods: 
Committees and Work Groups

Standing Committees
o Priority Setting – strategic planning 
o Program, Planning and Evaluation
o Budget

Work Groups
o Communication and Outreach
o By-Laws
o Border Health Research
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Commission State Outreach Offices (OROs)

Border Binational Health Week (BBHW) 

Is a week-long series of events on both sides of the 
border that brings awareness to health needs and issues
Is a concurrent activity of the U.S.-Mexico Binational 
Health Week that encourages activities throughout both 
countries
The annual theme of BBHW is on “Families in Action 
for Health”
The Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) provided critical leadership during the initial 
two years of BBHW 
To be celebrated on October 9-13, 2006
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National Infant Immunization Week / 
Vaccination Week in the Americas

A partnership of border agencies and community 
organizations with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Pan American Health 
Organization that works to coordinate activities 
along the border to promote immunizations
Border wide events were observed during the week 
of April 22-29 with the State of Arizona serving as 
the lead for the primary observance activities   

Border Models of Excellence

Established as an initiative of the Border Health 
Commission in 2002
Purpose was to recognize the community-based 
health programs throughout the border 
The First Phase was focused on recognition of 
Community Health Worker Programs   
Sixteen programs were declared “Border Models of 
Excellence”, eight in the U.S. and eight in México  
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Ventanillas De Salud

Works to establish public stations within the 
Mexican Consulates in the U.S. border to help 
direct the population at risk to appropriate health 
services

Four Ventanillas de Salud stations have been 
inaugurated to date: Calexico, California; 
Tucson, Arizona; and McAllen and El Paso, 
Texas.  

Pfizer Alliance for a Healthy Border: 
A Public/Private Partnership

Reduce modifiable risk factors associated with 
diabetes and cardiovascular disease along the U.S. 
– Mexico border in 10 U.S. and 6 Mexican cities

Establish and/or expand existing cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes prevention program targeting 
the Hispanic and Latino population along the 
border

Promote best practices in the prevention of these 
diseases
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U.S.: Create partnerships with federally qualified 
community health centers in
Arizona, California, New Mexico and Texas

Mexico: Partner with the Mexico Section of the 
Border Health Commission and other community 
foundations to implement awareness programs and 
work with state health departments to conduct 
screenings in clinics

Pfizer Alliance for a Healthy Border: 
A Public/Private Partnership

Border Telemedicine Initiative (Proposed)

Proposed by the State of Nuevo Leon and the 
Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon
Provides improved health services and consultation 
to rural areas
There is expectation of replication to other Mexican 
Border States
Seeking connectivity to U.S. hospitals and other 
service providers focused on improving binational 
health services capacity
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Lead (Pb) Issues Along the Border

The BHC in partnership with the Border States and 
numerous U.S. and Mexico federal agencies has 
focused on the issues surrounding lead (Pb) in candy 
and other non-paint sources

An initial binational discussion took place in 
January led by New Mexico and a follow-up 
binational conference of state and federal agencies 
will be hosted by California in September  

Border Behavioral Risk Factor Survey

A partnership of U.S. and Mexico federal agencies 
and the BHC to conduct surveys along the border to 
monitor risk factors for chronic disease

The initial binational survey will be conducted in 
the California-Baja California region of the border 
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Binational Border Health Information Platform

An initiative of the BHC in partnership with the 
National Center for Health Statistics and the México 
Secretariat of Health to establish improved 
mechanisms for border health data gathering and 
sharing

The initiative is intended to improve the capacity for 
assessment and research of border health problems 

Border Health Research Initiative

Focused on the development of a long-term border 
health research agenda

A binational meeting is planned for October 2006 
that will include researchers and policymakers that 
will work to set the direction for this proposed 
agenda
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Contact:

Lic. Héctor Xavier Martínez
Executive Secretary
México Section, BHC
México City, México

hmartinez@borderhealth.org

Dan Reyna
General Manager

United States Section
El Paso, Texas

Dan.Reyna@hhs.gov

Web Page - Http://www.borderhealth.org


